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A selection of results from a 5 May webinar survey by Biofuelwebinars.com of Biofuels 
International readers

Algae 2020 survey: 
Biofuels International 
webinar poll results

For more information on the algae survey, visit Emerging Markets Online www.emerging-markets.com

1. When will the algal biofuels industry reach commercialization?

4 to 5 years or between 2013 and 2015 40%

5 to 10 years or between 2014 and 2020 29%

3 to 4 years or between 2012 and 2013 17%

More than 10 years away at least 10%

1-2 years or between 2010 and 2011 4%

2. Which biofuels are the most likely to be produced from algae companies?

Biocrude from algae for petroleum refineries 38%

Drop-In fuels from algae (renewable diesel, gasoline) 26%

Biodiesel from algae oil delivered to biodiesel refineries 23%

Aviation fuel for commercial airlines and defense 7%

Ethanol from fermenting algae with high starch content 6%

3. What are the most significant questions to answer for the algal biofuels industry?

When will algae be cost competitive with petroleum fuels? 50%

Who are the companies most likely to commercialize first? 19%

What will it take reduce algae production costs? 17%

What types of systems are most likely to succeed? 8%

How can we reduce algae harvesting costs? 6%

4. Which types of algal production systems are most likely to achieve commercial success?

Ponds - simple raceway ponds  50%

Photo bioreactors - growing algae in tubes and enclosures 19%

Fermentation - growing algae in the dark 8%

5. What are the most important challenges for the commercialisation of algal biofuels?

Economic feasibility - proof of production at lower costs 50%

More demonstration projects to prove algae systems work 19%

Less hype and PR and more real projects with real production 17%

Technical feasibility - proof of concept to raise money 8%

More research needed before scaling up projects 6%

http://www.emerging-markets.com

